
Compost Tea Instructions 
 
Materials:  

- 5 gallon bucket  
- Air pump (fish tank pump) 
- 2-4 air stones 
- ¼ inch black poly tubing (enough to connect air stones to air pump outside the bucket) 
- compost/worm castings/humus (any kind of broken down organic matter with indigenous microbes and diverse bacteria 

and fungi) 
- Optional: leaf mold/ soil from natural undisturbed forests that will contain indigenous microorganisms.  
- Molasses (unsulphured preferred) 

All optional below: 
- Seaweed: Liquid seaweed preferred over dry seaweed 
-  Liquid fish/ fish hydrolysate  
- Rock dust/azomite/greensand 
- Powder Eggshells 
- Oyster shells 
- Magnesium sulfate 
- Bat guano or seabird guano (depending upon state of plant - vegetative or fruiting) 

 
Instructions: All ratios for 5 gallon buckets (can be increased to any desired amount) 

1. Allow water to sit for 24 hours to allow chlorine to evaporate or run air pump for 1 hour. 
2. Add in 2-4 cups of compost/worm castings 
3. Add small handful of leaf mold 
4. 1-2 tablespoons of molasses 
5. 1 ounce of liquid seaweed 
6. 1 ounce of liquid fish 
7. 3 tablespoons of rock dust 
8. 1-2 tablespoon of egg shells 
9. 1 tablespoon of magnesium sulfate 
10. Allow to brew for 24-48 hours with lid on (keeps flies and bugs out)- should smell semi-sweet, earthy and pleasant. The 

longer you let it brew, the more potent the tea. May add in an extra tablespoon of molasses when brewed for 72 hours. 
Note: If it smells like rotten eggs, tea has gone anaerobic and needs to be diluted and dumped into other plants away from 
garden.  

11. Once finished, can be diluted 1:1 all the way to 1:10 depending on how often and how much will be used to water plants. 
Start with large dilution and work your way to less depending upon the plant's response. 

12. Can also be directly sprayed onto plants as a foliar spray after strained for increasing defense system of microorganisms 
in the plant and nutrient uptake. Again, start with dilution and work your way up to less.  

13. Use all do the compost and gunk at the bottom of the bucket to top dress plants or put into compost bin! Pure nutrition!  
Note: Do not add chlorinated water to compost tea, make sure you have had some to sit out and become unchlorinated for a day 
before diluting or use filtered water. Always spray earlier morning or late evening, never in the mid day. All ratios are safe numbers 
and what works for me. Can be increased if desired.  
 
Organic bug spray: 
 

- Use 2 tablespoons of Neem oil to 1 tablespoon of Dr. Bronner's soap (I like peppermint or eucalyptus) per gallon of liquid. 
Start with this ratio with two applications a week and increase to double if bugs persist. Careful to make sure the plant is 
not affected by increasing application.  

- Dish detergent works well too but careful with amount as there are chemicals in it.  
- Soaps act as a surfactant for larger surface area coverage of Neem. Silica works as well and aids in nutrient uptake and 

immune system response. 
- Neem creates outer coating on plant that bugs do not like to eat and adds nitrogen through foliar application.  
- Works to dry out and kill aphids, whitefly, spider mites and as a preventative for fungus, molds, and mildew.  
- Use once a week or every other week as a preventative in your organic garden.  

 


